Fish Hooks
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There are many
species of Bramble
(or Blackberry) and
only some types
work for making
fish hooks.
To the left we have
lots of small thorns
sticking straight
out, this doesn’t
work well.

I took a piece
that had two
thorns at the
same place but
one thorn is
fine.
Now we need to
attach our thorn
to a line.
First we make a
short piece of
rope (here I
took a strand of sisal from 3 ply sisal rope and
re-twisted it (See Cordage document).
Then we twist open the bottom eye to make
a loop and push the bottom of our hook into
the loop.

To the right we have
large hook shaped
thorns which is what we want.
Now that we have
found a good
Bramble we find a
thorn we want to
use on it and cut it
1cm below the thorn
and 2cm up from the
thorn.

Then we untwist the rope a few wraps
up from the bottom eye and push the
top of the hook in.
When we twist the wraps back tight
our hook will be held tight.
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To begin we take the branch and pull at it
to make sure it is strong enough to work
as a fish hook.

To attach our line to the hook
we take a small piece of
cordage and untwist the eye at
the bottom to make a loop and
push the lump at the top of the
hook through the loop.
Then we re-twist the cordage.

The branching point is a weak spot in the
wood so we make sure to leave a little bit
of wood at the bottom of hook for extra
strength.
We leave the
main branch till
you have finished
shaping so we
have something
to hold.
We take all the bark off
first so we know exactly
what timber we have to
work with.
Then we shave down
the hook to make it
smaller.
We don’t normally take anything from the
inside of the ‘V’ because we want to keep it as
narrow as possible.
The lump at the top of the hook is to make it
easier to attach our line.

To finish we untwist the cordage a
few wraps up from the bottom eye
and push the lump at the top of the
hook through again.
When we twist the cordage tight
again we will have a solidly held
hook.
We can make quite small hooks
using this method.

Now the lashing; we sit
cordage along the frame.
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This hook consists of
a carved frame that
we lash a thorn to.

First we carve out a
tiny plank, 3mm by
15mm by 150mm.
Then we draw our
hooks frame in the
middle of the plank.
Now we carve two ‘V’s
into the plank to help us
carve the hollow.
Then we split out the
waste with our knife.
Then tidy up the hollow
and cut the flat end and
finally the wedge end.
We must be careful to
make the wedge end as
smooth and flat as we
can.
Next we flatten one side
of a large thorn and sit it
on the wedge end.

Then we wrap around the
thorn and down.
Then we wrap up toward
the point of the thorn.
Then down and around
the thorn again.

We keep going around
till we have gone up
the wedge and then we
tie off with several half
hitches.
I used a 1.2m piece
of sisal that I
unwrapped from
3-ply sisal.
I burned off the sisal
fuzz with a match.
We attach the hook
to the line the same
way as we did the
carved hook.

